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To the Editgr

Early Pheasant Opener Warranes 4 Chance
By: Dean Hildebrand, Director
North Dakot Game and Fish Department

Dear Edivor:
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Of greatest importance is that the change gives hunters across the statc onc additional weck to enjoy
the beautiful fall weather in the beginning of the scasonas well as allowing the possibility of sdditional
econornic activity. It allows husbands and wives, youngsters and our older bunters, a little extra time to
spend in che feld. It allows family members to come home for 2 sport they enjoy 2nd allows the public
to enjoy  litrle more of our outdoors during the fall. That's really what it's all about.

1 have reviewed the proposal with the management team ac the Game and Fish Deparunent, who
believe that there is no biological reason not to make the change. I am confident that a few days will
not mzke a significant difference in the colortion of 2 majority of roosters; biologically, an extra few
days at the beginning of the season is not going to huit'the pheasant population. No matter whea the
pheasant season stars, some roosters from jate hatches are nor fully colored. 1 feel that the Department
should provide the greatest opportunity for hunting in'gur scate. This is one way of doing so. We will
test the new season this fall and evaluate ic carefully. -

In order to provide opening dates in our 2002 North: Dakota OUTDOORS magezine calendar
edition, we needed to make a faldy firm recommendatipn on the opening. Govemnar Hoeven and 1
have discussed che earlier opener and agreed to give itd try. We will also thoroughly evaluate the season
to sce if it meets our expectation. We then have & thregiyear period of time ta discuss with the public
whether the program should coatinue ot if we should fetain the second week opening in October,

At this poiat, the Governor and the Department fccl itis a wise change and one we should test. We
look forward to seeing the results and ask for your support

Sincerely,

Dean Hﬂdehm:ic_i, Director
North Dakota Game 2nd Fish Depattment e



